Respond to discussion 


Discussion 1

Prostitution

The book discusses prostitution in Chapter 10.  In the United States, the world’s oldest profession, prostitution, has long been considered illegal.  Oftentimes, prostitution has been called a victimless crime, although that tends to ignore a subset of prostitutes who have been forced into prostitution, some of them minors.  However, for the majority of prostitutes, they enter into the “business” as adults, and under their own choice (even if they have money problems/addictions a choice is still made).  In the United States, Nevada allows legal prostitution in a few of its counties.  Proponents of legal prostitution would argue that regulation of the industry would reduce some of the problems currently associated with prostitution (disease, forced prostitution, drug abuse, etc.).  If the United States legalized prostitution, what regulations would be needed to clean up the profession? What unintended consequences can you foresee if prostitution was legalized in the whole country?  Should prostitution be legal in this country?  If so, should the federal, state, or local government regulate the industry? If you don’t believe prostitution should be legal, how do we stop it?  


Discussion 2

The Opioid Epidemic

Walsh and Hemmens (2020) state that we are currently battling the worst drug epidemic of all time in America- the opioid epidemic. What are some of the contributing factors to this incredibly minacious problem? The text also states that America consumes 99 percent of the world's hydrocodone. Why is that number so drastically high compared to our counterparts? Is there a culture surrounding this type of drug use that is contributing to the higher consumption? Where does our medical community and "Big Pharma" fit into the equation? Are doctors to blame or is it solely on the individual? What are some ways that we could better combat this problem? 

